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THE COPPER ADVANTAGE"

'COPPER TRADITION. Copper plumbing tube and fittings have been installed

in North American homes and businesses for more than 75 years. That translates
to more than 30 billion feet (5.7 million miles) of dependable, long-lasting, trouble-
free performance in all types of buildings, as well as underground distribution
systems. Today, contractors, consulting engineers, builders and homeowners have
a choice when it comes to plumbing tube and fittings — copper or plastic. Plastic
manufacturers have made many claims that their products are as good as copper.
But in reality, nothing comes close to copper’s quality, performance, and reliability.

COPPER QUALITY. Only copper tube and fittings are backed by a transferable
50-year Manufacturer's Limited Warranty for residential plumbing systems. No
other material matches it! Total interchangeability is another plus for copper.
Solder fittings and tube produced by all manufacturers are completely compatible.
No special system requirements peculiar to any one manufacturer are involved.
With plastic products, contractors are warned not to mix pipe and fittings from
different manufacturers. If materials from different PEX manufacturers’ systems
are mixed, it may void the warranty. One plastic pipe manufacturer even requires
installers to complete a special training course on its products, or its normal
warranty does not apply.

COPPER AND SAFETY. Copper water tube will not burn, melt, or give off toxic
fumes in a fire. Plus, copper is bacteriostatic. This means that copper tube and
fittings can inhibit the growth of potentially harmful waterborne bacteria, as well
as some viruses, fungi, and parasites. What's more, only copper tube is non-porous
and non-permeable, meaning that contaminants like gasoline cannot pass through
the wall of an underground service tube into the drinking water supply. Plastic
plumbing materials, on the other hand, may burn in fires, do not inhibit bacterial
growth, and are permeable. Some plastic pipe materials should not even come

in contact with products as common as cooking oil, certain insecticides, and

a number of pipe thread compounds and lubricants.

COPPER AND THE ENVIRONMENT. Copper has value. Think of all the cut ends
and short pieces which are collected on job sites and turned in to dealers for cash.
There’s no such demand for bits and pieces of PEX or CPVC. Recyclability goes
hand-in-hand with value. Just 12 percent of the 5.8 trillion pounds of know copper
ore has been mined since copper’s value was first recognized more than 10,000
years ago. Why? Because copper is so reusable and recyclable. Today, most new
copper plumbing products are made of up to 80 percent pure, recycled copper.
Plastic pipe, such as CPVC, is made from petroleum products — a non-renewable
resource with no recycling value.

*Information courtesy of the Copper Development Association Inc. | www.copper.org
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